
James Latimer

(1719/1720–1807) 

James Latimer was born in the north of 

C
lawson Hammitt’s painting of James Latimer is a copy of 

Ireland. In 1736, as a young man, a life portrait by American artist Charles Willson Peale. The 
Latimer immigrated with his family to 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. Later he original, now in the collection of the Pennsylvania Academy 
entered the shipping business in Philadel- of the Fine Arts in Philadelphia, was executed in 1788. An 
phia, sailing twice a year to his native earlier Hammitt copy of the Peale portrait was presented
country. After his marriage in 1749, 
Latimer moved to Newport, Delaware, to the state of Delaware by Mary R. Latimer, the descendent who also 
where he operated flour mills and gave to the U.S. government this portrait and one of U.S. Senator Henry

shipped grain and produce to markets Latimer (p. 248), James’s son.

in Philadelphia and the West Indies. 


Latimer served with a Delaware regi
ment during the French and Indian War and 
was a lieutenant colonel of militia during 
the Revolutionary War. He was a member 
of the council of safety for New Castle 
County in 1775 and for the state during the 
winter of 1776–77, when he provided aid 
to General George Washington’s army 
encamped on the Delaware River. Latimer 
was later elected a justice of the court of 
common pleas and the orphan’s court of 
New Castle. In 1787 he presided over 
Delaware’s convention to ratify the U.S. 
Constitution. Latimer gained national 
prominence when Delaware became the 
first state to act on behalf of the document. 

The Senate’s painting of James Latimer is 

based on this 1788 portrait by Charles 

Willson Peale. 
(Courtesy of the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, 
Philadelphia. Bequest of Robert Cathcart Latimer) 
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James Latimer 
Clawson Shakespeare Hammitt (1857–1927) 
after Charles Willson Peale (1741–1827)

Oil on canvas, ca. 1914

35 1⁄2 x 28 1⁄2 inches (90.2 x 72.4 cm)

Signed (lower right corner): Clawson S. Hammitt

Gift of Mary R. Latimer (great-granddaughter of James Latimer), 1916 

Accepted by the Joint Committee on the Library, 1916
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